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Pumping out
water may not
help: II'T prof

burgesh Nandan Jha | TNN

P-3

New Delhi: Professor K C Iyver, who teaches civil engineer-
ing at II'T Delhi, said areas near Yamuna Pushta are at high
risk since these colonies are unplanned. “Retro-fitting and
strengthening of the reinforcements are urgently required
for high-risk structures,” Iyer said.

Prof Iyer added that pumping out water may not help.
“The sub-soil water will end up going back into the earth in
this way,"” he said.

“Many residents blame the seepage to closing of sluice
gates before the Commonwealth Games which led a back-
flow into the area. *‘All basements in our locality are filled

" o Gak Mahila .
S o Gandhi . ) . Krishan
Nagar - Colony Nagar
_ Quheet . FRO4M
QD Geeta
. Colony . 'G' L
. R Chander
e 'ﬁlﬁ\‘w&“ ok Nagar
e gabo | ‘
reee O ghastt Govidpura
QSarofmM O Aram e
Park erijpuri

Marginal Bund d

peouﬁqolomﬁaav e

with water. Continuous efforts to pump it out have led to
nothing. Water level has risen to 10-12 feet below the ground
and seepage is so high that generators are failing to flush
them out,” said Chander Singh, a resident of R block in
Ramesh Park.

The Yamuna rivérbed is just acroess the road from here.
Singh said that the foundation of the buildings have weak-
ened and they may collapse any time. People have closed
their godowns, shops and even parking space created in the
basements.

Along the Yamuna Pushta lie other residential areas in-
cluding Shastri Colony, Bank enclave, Laxmi Nagar, Ganesh
Nagar and Narain Nagar. Most residents here complain that
the basements have been wiitnessing water seepage for over
three months now. “A DDA park here has remained sub-
merged under water for over three months now. During
nights, water seeps up from the ground,” said Sita Singh, a
resident of I block in Lalita Park. In Vikas Marg, a com-
mercial hub of East Delhi spread along the metro route in
East Delhi, many shopkeepers have closed their
godowns due to water seepage and genera- ’
tors have been put across.




Pushpa Narayan | TNN

Chennal: India will soon
launch a new spectrum of can-
cer drugs that will enhance
the effects of radiation thera-
py by weakening the ability of
the cancer cells to fight back.
The drugs, developed by the
Defence Research and Devel-
opment Organisation (DRDO),
will work on all kinds of ¢an-
cer, including complicated cas-
es such as brain tumours and
soft tissue cancer.

The therapy, experts say,
will not only ihcrease the suc-
cess rates of cancer treatment
by three times, but also come
as a big boost to Indian med-
ical research. Similar at-
tempts in the West are yet to
see desired results.

DRDO, after several years
of clinical trials, has been able
to prove that a compound, 2-
Deoxyglucose (2-DG), which
resembles glucose but has a
slightly different chemical for-
mula and structure, can ‘con-

fuse’ and ‘cheat’ cancer cells .
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New drug cheats cancer cells into dying

DRDQ's Therapy Expected To Increase Success Rate Of Treatments Three-Fold

ENDING THE FIGHT

to fast overnight and
the drug ._lg
containing

compound 2-DG Is
2-DG colfls

into believing
they are
glucose cells

o The patient is made ;;. :

e Cancer cells try
to suck glucose
from them and
get ‘tired’

When the cancer
cells are weak,
chemotherapy
% and radiation,

+ which target the
cancer cells, work

tobecome weak. (2-DG is a glu-
cose molecule with the 2-hy-

droxyl group replaced
by hydrogen.}
Cancer cells spend energy

in sucking glucose from the
body and then derive energy
from these cells. When 2-DG
is infused into the body, usu-
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ally 30 minutes ahead of ra-
diation, the body cells and
cancer cells spend energy in
sucking glucose. But unlike
glucose cells, 2-DG gives them
To energy.

“The cancer cells lose en-
ergy and become incapable of
gaining any. At this time if we

give radiation therapy, the
cancer cells will not be able to
fight back. So the treatment
will be effective. This also
brings down the intensity of
radiation and minimises the
side effects,” said said BS
Dwarakanath, head, Division
of Radiation Biosciences, In-
stitute of Nuclear Medicine
and Allied Sciences {INMAS)
of DRDQ. P

DRDQO is awaiting clear-
ance from the Drugs Controller
General of India, after
which production will begin.
The technology has been
transferred to Dr Reddy's
Laboratories. .

Earlier, former scientific ad-
visor to the defence minister
and secretary M Natarajan
said DRDOC was also in the
process of developing three
bie-protectors. “These are com-
pounds derived from berries
and tulsi, which show signs of
protecting normal cells when
they are subjected to radio-
therapy or chemotherapy in
animal trials, Advanced trials

will soon begin,” he said.
Dwarakanath and Natara-

jan were talking on the side-
lines of the ‘International
Conference on Radiation Bi-
ology — Nanotechnology,
Imaging and Stem Cell Re-
search in Radiation Oncolo-
gy’ at the Sri Ramachandra
University. The conference is
being held in association with
the Indian Society for Radia-
tion Biology

" The three-day conference
will aim at minimising side-
effects of radiation and en-
hancing the positive effects.
Scientists will also discuss
ways to prevent the recurrence
of cancer through stem cell
therapy and better drug de-
livery through nano technolo-
gy The programme will cover
all major disciplines of radia-
ticn sciences, including
physics, chemistry, biology and
medicine, More than 100 ex-
perts from the US, Germany,
Canada, Poland, Japan and
other countries are attending
the conference.
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Classes begin in semester mode in DU

1st-Year Students Show Up In Strength in 31 Colleges Offering Science Courses

Manash Pratim Gohaln § TN

New Delhi: It was altogether a
new day at the Delhi University
(DU) campus on Tuesday as
teachers in 31 DU colleges, of-
fering science courses, started
teaching in the semester mode
and first-year science students
showed up in full strength to at-
tend their classes.

Responding to Delhi Univer-
sity Teachers' Association
{DUTA)'s call, DU teachers had
so far been resisting the imple-
mentation of the semester sys-
tem at undergraduate level and
were not teaching as per the new
system since the start of the ac-
ademic session from July 21, 2010.

Principals, too, across col-
leges heaved a sigh of relief as
the stand-off between the teach-
ers and the university admin-
istration, which had held the ac-
ademic process to ransom, came
to an end. S K Garg, president,
Principals’ Assecciation, and
principal, Deen Dayal Upadhyay
College, said: “We are relieved
that the academic process can

BACK TO THE CLASSROOM: Students seemed confident that their
teachers would be able to complete the course by January

now be initiated smoothly. Now
we have to compensate the time
lost and help the students pre-
pare for their exams.”
Meanwhile, the staff coun-
¢il of Kirori Mal College which
had earlier decided to keep the
semester calendar and routine,

prepared by the principal, in
abeyance has now decided to
teach as per semester mode with
immediate effect. KMC princi-
pal, Bhim Sen Singh said, *The
staff council has given it in
writing that they are going to
teach in semester mode, which

While DUSU has
welcomed the high
court decision,
students said
teachers have already
started taking stock
of the semester
syllabi and teaching it

is a positive move for the aca-
demic calendar. On the issue of
disbursing the salaries of the
teachers, I will act as per the di-
rectives of the chairman of the
College Governing Body. This
decision has come as a blessing
to the new vice-chancellor and
I hope the university will
progress at a faster pace under
his leadership.”

The students also seem to be
confident that their teachers
would be able to complete the
course by January. While Delhi
University Students Union
{DUSU) has welcomed the high
court decision, students said
teachers have already started

taking stock of the semester syl-
labi and teaching it. “If the
teachers wish they ¢an complete
the syllabi by January and ex-
ams can be conducted,” said
Shweta Sethia, a first-year BSc
student of Kirori Mal College.
Giving a thumbs up to the se-
mester system, a first-year student
of chemistry, Gaurav Dahiya said:
“Semester system is best for us.”
Meanwhile, following the
high court verdict and DUTA's
appeal to the teachers on Mon-
day to teach in semester mode,
a rift seems to have appeared
within the teachers’ body. A
DUTA member said, “It is un-
fortunate that DUTA in an ex-
ecutive meeting decided to ask
the teachers to come back to
teach in semester mode, They
could have at least asked for a
day stating that being a demo-
cratic organization they need
to go back to the general body.
After creating such a fuss and
disrupting all academic activi-
ties we have brought shame to
the teaching community.”
manash.gohain@timesgroup.com
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“Off beaten track:
IIM-B student to,

intern with Cong

Sruthy Susan Utlas | TNN

Bangalore: Aware that one
can’'t get more off the beaten
track of investment banking
firms and FMCG giants for
summer placements, IIV-Ban-
galore student Himanshu
Meena will spend the summer
of 2011 with the grand old par-
ty of India — the Congress.

An internship is manda-
tory in the post-graduate pro-
gramme at the IIMs and No-
vember is the month when
companies come calling at
campuses for summer place-
ments, as they are popularly
known because the intern-
ships take place in April-May
Hoewever, seven students from
IIM-B decided toc skip the
placements and go for in-
ternships by themselves, Hi-
manshu is one of them.

Himanshu plans to estab-
lish a political strategy firm
which will act as a consultan-
cy for political parties.

“I observed campaign
strategies during the Ameri-
can presidential election. A
friend’s family is into politics
here. It's such an unorganised
sector in India and a lot of work
needs to be done. There is lots
of money with little or no or-
ganisational skills. I realised
there is scope and wanted to get
a feel of what's actually hap-
pening,” said Himanshu.

Himanshu got in touch
with cther IV alumnti already
in this field about the
prospects. He then approached
Jitendra Singh, the MP of Al-

s

-

Himanshu Meena

war, from where he hails.
T have no political incli-
nations. I went to AICC he-
cause I knew Singh. He re-
sponded positively. If they had
rejected me, I would have gone
to some other party;” he said.
At AICC, Himanshu will be
involved with the media cell,
campaign management and
part of the campaign in the
West Bengal polls. “There’s
something called the media
worm in the media cell. It for-
mulates strategies of cam-
paigning and projection of
leaders. Branding of leaders is
important, especially fora
ty like the Congress, where
Gandhis are the icons. I'll comi-
pare it with other political cam-
paigns,” Himanshuz explained.
Though internship is for
two months, the process has
started. Hirnanshu is working
on a study to be submitted to
Jitendra Singh. “T hope to meet
Rahul and others in the AICEC.
It'd be great to meet leaders like
Sonia Gandhi and Ahmed Pa-
tel,” he said. Himanshu won’t
be paid a stipend. “I dor’t mind.
All I'm looking for is good ex-
posure,” he said.
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“Software to help actors regain youth onscreen

London: Actor Jeff Bridges
is all set to play a younger ver-
sion of himself with the help
of a new computer technolo-
gy that will enable the 60-
year-old Oscar-winner to re-
verse his age by three decades
onscreen.

The new technology has
made it possible for makers
of the film to record the ac-
tor's facial movements in
minute detail and then su-
perimpose them onto a digi-
tal model of his younger self
in ‘TRON: Legacy’, a 3D Walt
Disney production to be re-
leased next month.

Bridges starred in the

Pl 2 |
YOUNG AGAIN: Jeff Bridges, 60,
will reverse his age by 30 years
in the film ‘TRON: Legacy’

original film 28 years ago and
has now revived the role of
video games developer Kevin
Flynn, who gets trapped ina
cyber universe for 20 years,
the Sunday Times reported.

Visual effects supervisor
Eric Barba said in a state-
ment that the new technolo-
gy makes it look like that the

younger version of Bridges

is on screen.

“He is the first acter in
cinematic history to play op-
posite a younger version of
himself. This opens up the
way for storytellers to tell
more interesting tales - tales
that couldn’t have been told

before,” he said.

Bridges, who picked up an
Academy Award for last
year’s ‘Crazy Heart’, said the
development marked “a new
era of film-making.”

“I love going to movies
myself and whenever [ seea
big, epic film where the char-
acter has aged from being a
boy to an old man, tradition-
ally there are different actors
playing him,” he said.

“That's always a little
bump for me when they
change from one actor to the
next. But now.. it's gratifying
to know that I can play the
character myself at any age.
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Rewrite history with

It’s really the beginning of a
new era of film-making,”
Bridges added

To simulate a younger
man's gait, Bridges' digital
head was planted onto a
younger body double that
shot the same scenes as the
veteran star, repeating his
movements.

Aswell as allowing actors
to play younger versions of
themselves, the programme
will also let them grow old
gracefully.

The technology was first
used in ‘The Curious Case of
Benjamin Button’ starring
Brad Pitt. e

Star Trek-style cloak

London: Jewellery robbers,
magicians, exam cheats and
practical jokers everywhere
will have an interest in an off-
beat idea launched by physi-
cists on Tuesday: to make the
passage of time invisible.

The scientists have con-
ceived of a “spacetime cloak”
which manipulates light and,
in essence, conceals whole
events from a viewern.

The theory is based on cen-
soring the flow of events,
which we perceive as a stream
of light particles, also called
photons, that strike the reti-
na. By exploiting a charac-
teristic of fibre optics, the flow
of photons can be slowed,
events edited out and stitched
back together, say the team
from Imperial College London
and Salford University, north-
western England.

“A safecracker would be
able, for a brief time, to enter

OPTICAL REVOLUTION

a scene, open the safe, remove
its contents, close the door and
exit from the scene, whilst
the record of a surveillance
camera apparently showed
that the safe door was closed
all the time,” according to
their paper.

Lead scientist Martin Mc-
Call said, “If you had some-

SIGHOD/USLIRA ‘0 UGS @

one moving along the corri-
dor, it would appear to a dis-
tant ohserver as if they had
relocated instantaneously, cre-
ating the illusion of a Star
Trek transporte.”

The theory is expounded
in a daunting series of equa-
tions and diagrams in the
Journal of Optics, published
by the Institute of Physics.

In the example of the safe
cracker, the “leading” seg-
ment (the image of the un-
molested safe) would be
slowed down. The middle seg-
ment, of the robber opening
the safe and making off with
the contents would be edited
out, disappearing into a “spa-
tio-temporal void".

The final segment — of the
safe room apparently un-
touched — would be accelerat-
ed so that it catches up with the
leading segment and dovetails
seamlessly with it. acencies
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In a first, Japan spacecraft
captures asteroid dust

Japanese spacecraft that returned to Earth

in June successfully captured dust from an
asteroid for the first time in history, scientists
said. JAXA, the Japanese space agency, said an
analysis of samples brought back by the
Hayabusa spacecraft showed some came from
an asteroid called itokawa, which could offer
insight into the creation and makeup of the solar
system. It is only the fourth set of samples to be
returned from space in history — including moon
matter collected by the Apollo missions, comet
material by Stardust, and solar matter from the
Genesis mission. The spacecraft's capsule
landed successfully in the Australian Outback in
June after a seven-year, 4 billion-mile (6 billion-
kilometer) journey, despite a series of technical
glitches that threatened the mission.

Troposphere is warming t00: Notonlyis
Earth's surface warming, but the troposphere —
the lowest level of the atmosphere, where
weather occurs — is heating up too, US and
British meteorologists reported. In a review of
four decades of data on troposphere
temperatures, experts found warming in this key
atmospheric layer was occurring, just as many
researchers expected it would as more
greenhouse gases built up and trapped heat
close to the Earth, This study is one of several
published this year pushing back against those
who doubt the reality of climate change and the
role human activities play in it.

First stroke stem cell trial starts:
Doctors in Scotland working with British biotech
company ReNeuron have treated the first patient
in a pioneering clinical trial to test whether stem
¢ell therapy can help patients disabled by stroke.
The trial is the first in the world to use neural
stem cell therapy in stroke patients, its
organizers said on Tuesday, Keith Muir of the
University of Glasgow's Institute of

Neuroscience and Psychology said the first
patient had undergone a successful surgical

i procedure and been discharged from hospital. _

Page 5 of 19



Times of India ND p-21

17-Nov-10

"Once-in-a-lifetime
vaccine can ward
off all flu strains

London: Coming soon: A
once-in-a-lifetime flu jab
which fights off all strains of
the disease, according to
American scientists.

A team at the National In-
stitute of Health in Maryland
is developing the new vaccine
which it claims would fight
oft all strains of the disease
— from the winter flu to dead-
ly pandemic viruses. De-
scribed as the “holy grail” of
flu research, the scientists say
that the jab would be avail-
able within five years’ time,
the Daily Mail reported.

In fact, the new drug uses
DNA to trick the body’s im-
mune system into producing
antibodies against the pro-
tein’s base instead — the “lol-
lipop stick™. And, just one or
two shots could provide life-
long protection, say the sci-
entists. Unlike the head, the
“stick” changes little from
strain to strain, meaning one
vaccine should protect against
multiple strains of the virus.

Heart attack risk?
Blood test to tell

S researchers said they
have developed a new

blood test that may help predict

the risk of heart failure in older

adults who appear to be in good

health. The test measures level
of troponin T, which is a marker

for the biological process of cell
death that leads to heart failure, |

said the study. are

Gary Nabel, the institute’s |
director of vaccine research, |
used the DNA from the pro- |
tein to trick animals’ immune |
systems into producing anti- |
bodies that seek out and de-
stroy the bug. The team then |
gave a “booster shot” of a !
harmless fiu or cold virusto |
ratchet up immune response.

This primer- booster approach
killed off a flu virus from 2007
and one from 1934, despite the
DNA coming from a strain cii-
culated in 1999. e
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“Malaria vaccine in final trials’

Rupali Mukherjee | Tnn

Mumbai: Traditionally Big
Pharma has invested and re-
lied onbleckbuster drugs, and
has not been too keen on re-
search in neglected diseases.
But now the scenario may be
changing with some compa-
nies like GlaxoSmithKline
looking at it as a possible
strategy for growth in emerg-
ing markets, which are grow-
ing at a much faster rate
(mostly in double digits) as
against the developed re-
gions. GlaxoSmithKline,
which has blockbusters like
respiratory medicines Advair
and Avamys, plans to invest
around £12m per vear (from
2012) in its albendazole drug
programme for treating chil-
dren with intestinal worms in
Africa and India.

In an interview with TOI,
GSK chief executive Andrew
Witty gives details about the
pharma giant’s R&D efforts in
neglected diseases, including
the Nashik facility and thevac-
cine for malaria which may
soonbe areality.

What percentage of the
company's expenditure is
allocated for neglected dis-
eases worldwide?

We don't report allocation
of expenditure by therapy ar-
ea. Wedo have a research cen-
tre in Tres Cantos, Spain, that
is dedicated solely to the dis-

eases of the developing werld.
We recently opened thisup to
allow teams of international
scientists to come and work
alongside our scientists col-
laboratively to pursue their
own projects—tapping into
our expertise, know-how, and
facilities. We have setupanin-
dependent foundation with a
bursary of $8 m to fund up to
60 independentresearchersto
come to Tres Cantos.

Whatare the neglected
tropical diseases that GSK
isworking on?

GSK has active research
and access programmes for a
number of the neglected tropi-
cal diseases—our R&D portfo-
lio for diseases of the develop-
ing world includes projects for

12 diseases of particular rele-
vance to developing countries:
bacterial meningitis, chlamy-
dia, Chagas disease, dengue fe-
ver, hepatitis E, HIV/AIDS,
malaria, pandemic flu, pneu-
mococcal disease and TB.

When will be vaccine rol-
lout and at what price?

GSK’s malaria vaccine is
now in late-stage clinical
trials across seven countries
in Africa and we expect data
from these trials next year.

We ran a big Phase Il trial
which gave us very encourag-
ing signals for efficacy; and we
are now in Phase III (final
stage) to confirm the safety

. profileof thevaccine. Roughly,

as of today, about 11,000 people
have been vaccinated and that
number may already be alittle
out of date. We should have
that trial finished very soon
and I would expect that we see
the final data, or at least piv-
otal data, from that trial some-
where around the end of 2011
or beginning 2012. I hope that
will give us confirmation of

- theprofileof thevaccineand it

is appropriate to go forward
for registration, and we shall
then start registration and ac-
creditation process.

We shall price this medi-
cine at the cost of its manufac-
ture, plus a very small return,
by which I mean around 5%,
which we commit to redeploy-
ingtoresearch.
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‘Ashasetto
rock Il T

& aalap.

oon after the conclusion of the Global .
Indian Musi¢c Awards (GIMA), Asha
Bhosle has begun preparing for a concert at
the Mood Indigo cultural festival. To be held
in December, Bhosle's performance at the IIT
Mumbai-organised event will see her singing .
. songs from her album, Rahul and I (in which |
she remixed RD Burman songs), remixed as
- rock music. -

The singer, who has never performed ata
college fest before, says, “I want to see what
college kids like, how they react to the music,
IIT is one of the most prestigious institutes in
the country and I've been told that people
from lots of places come to see the perform- -
ances, That’s what got me excited.”

Bhosle says she has always been clued into-
Western musie, and idolises Frank Sinatra
and Carmen Miranda. “I loved Miranda’s
style of singing and I would try to sing in a
similar manner. Rock ‘n’ roll had caught on in
those days and it felt nice to be able to experi-
ment with your sound,” Bhosle recalls,



You retum to India shorfly after
your June visit this year. How syc-
cessful has this trip been?

It has been a very successful
visit. I greatly appreciated
the friendship and hospitality
of Kapil Sibal. We have had
some really good discussions
about how our two countries
can work together both in
higher education and scien-
tific research and skills.
There are clearly extraordi-
nary ambitious plans of edu-
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Skills get top priority

UK Minister of State for Universities and Science David Willetts talks to Ayesha Banerjee about
encouraging the flow of British students to India, the launch of UKIERI-Il, working out ways to
ensure the success of India’s ambitious innovative universities plan and delivering skills training

cation in India and we are
very keen to work on that. 1
am very keen that British
students and researchers
should be encouraged to visit
India. What I am aware of is
that there are 40,000 Indian
students coming to Britian
every year, and official statis-
ties reveal that 500 of our
students are coming to India.
Our students could really
gain from an understanding
of India if they come here.

There are a host of areasin
which we can work together
- from your new innovation
universities to encouraging
more British students to get
the benefit of an Indian
education.

I came with Prime
Mindster David Cameron in
July, which was the flrst
major international visit by
him and he wanted it to be in
India because he attaches
great importance to our rela-
tionship. Within three
months I am back again to
follow up on what was
planned, One thing that came
across very clearly when [
met Kapil Sibal in July was
that skills were his priority.
When I came in July [
brought a delegation that was
largely university-based, but
then T realised that he was
ambitious for 500 million
more Indians to get skills
training, So, this second dele-
gation I've got is much more

Kapil Sibal and David Willetts co-chairing te third UK-ndia Education Forum and launching the second
phase of the UK-India Education and Research Initiative

balaneed and ineludes scien-
tists, researchers, universi-
ties and very importantly
people from the skills sector,
chief executives of our educa-
tional eolleges, people who
are responsible for voeational
education in Britiain, We are
very keen to work with you in
dehvermg vocational skills
training.

What do you think are India’s
core strengths in education that
can enrich British students”
experiances?

Alot of employers say that
British students are too
monocultural. They need to
have an understanding of 2
different country, a different
society, [ cannot think of a
hetter country for our stu-
dents to visit to get a better
picture on things than India,

considering our historie ties
and your great strengths in
science and innovations and
your dynamic businesses,
What lamkeenonisa
framework within which one
can swdy for & doctorate
that might include a spell ina
British university and a spell
perhaps in an Indian univer-
sity or research institute,
ending with a doctorate
accredited both in Britain
and India. This can work also
for postgraduate and gradu-
ate studies. Then there is
also the business experience
of British students getting
work placements in India,
There is already a great flow
of Indian students cotring to
get these types of opportuni-
ties in Britain, So, there will
be much more of a two-way
play with an increased flow of

British students coming out
to India as well.

Do tefl us mare about UKIEREI,
which you faunched recently with
Minister Kapil Sibal?

We had a launch together of
UKIERI-Il (UK-India
Education and Research
Initiative), UKIERL-I has
been completed. We hada
very useful assessment of
what has been done. [ think
UKIERHT s better and
stronger than UKIERI-[
hecause it has much more
input, beeause education has
now hecome a national prior-
ity for India. One area of
cooperation involves the
innovation universities, Kapil
Sihal has asked us to work on
links between British univer-
sities and the 14 innovation
universities he wants to set

up. He wants them to be
organised around themes. We
have to see how Britain ean
help with that. This morning,
Thad a conversation with the
vice-chancellor of the
University of Dundee, which
s one of our most successful
research-led universities in
Scotland, and he says they
are in the process of reorgan-
ising the University around
two or three key themes like
sustainable development and
life sciences. So, as one of
Britain's leading life sciences
universities gets reorganised
we can perhaps find a way in
which we can link up with
one of the innovation univer-
sities that hag a similar
theme.

The second area of cooper-
ation is mobility of students
that we have touched upon,
of British students eoming to
India and Indian students
going to Britain and a frame-
work for the mutual recogni-
tion of qualiﬁcation,

The third area is that of
leadership training for which
800 new universities are
being planned in India. But
we have 1o look at ways in
which Britain ean help,

You have said you suppart innova-
tion in education delivery and are
committed to working with iew
techniques - could you plsase elab-
orata on this?

Wa do have in Britain some
strengths in distance learn-
ing, at least through the Open
University. [ think the IT rev-
olution is finally reaching uni-
versities now and in Britain
we're trying to spread access
t0 Jearning online through
the Open University and
other vehicles, as well. In
case of India, we have got
incredibly ambitious goals of
forging ties with the insti-
tutes that plan to give skills
training to miflions of

Indians. You can only achieve
figures of that sort if you
have much greater use of
online learning and we are
keen to try that and compare
ideas on how you can do that
online. IT is one of India’s
greatest strengths and [
want some of our universities
to help with online teacher
training in India. 1think
there are some regulatory
issues but let's hope we can
get past these .

ere can the two cauntries coop-
erate when it comes to research?
There is 4 very strong and
growing research link
between our two countries. I

can give you two examples.

One example is medical
research and good areas of
cooperation are type-II dia-
betes. My understanding is
that people of Indian ethnic
origin are in particular risk
of daveloping type-I1 diabetes
and of course we have many
pecple of Indian ethnic origin
in Britain, so we have a
shared agenda in treating the
ailment. There is a researeh
programme on in ane of our
universities in type-11 dia-
betes. The second example in
social sciences is bridging the
urban-rural divide. We do
have this problem in Britain,
though not at the same scale
as in India, To people in rural
communities where access to
setvices is much harder, we
have to ses to what extent we
can deliver services onling,
and where can we work out
such research positions
together.

Which institutes in the UK can
offer special skills training in India?
There are a number of col-
leges - Birkbeck for one. The
unjversity that was keenest
to come here and has
encountered some regulatory
obstacles s the Open
University, I think the hope is
that they can help in teacher
training in India.

Whatis being done ta protect the
interests of Indian students in tha
UK?

We have a shared interest in
this. In Britain we welcome
Indian students of high quali-
ty to our universities, What
we are worried about is the
abuse of the systetn. Some
unscrupulous agents charge
high prices for access to a
British institution, which is
not a mainstream university

where the education in‘put is
low and where they pay high
prices for something which is
not educationally wortd-
class. While being unfair to
the Indian students it is also
damaging for the reputation
of British education, We are
tying up our controls to end
this exploitation of young
Indians and to protect flows
to our legitimate mainstream
universities where Indian
students make a big contri-
bution to our student life,

What about the reforms being
brought about in the British educa-
fion system?

We are bringing in some
reforms. One is that, instead
of teaching grants, students
are lent the money to pay
their charges. They don't
have to find the money
upfront and then we pay out
of their earnings when they
are graduates. The regimes
of overseas students are dif-
ferent and that will be large-
ly unaffected. I hope our
reforms will strengthen
Britain's universities, We
have also been able to pro-
tect even in very tough times
our research and science
budgets so that we'll contin-
ue {0 have wotld-class
research and scientific
research going on in Britain's
world-class universities. As T
said, I want to encourage
flows both ways. Indian aca-
demics have a very high rep-
utation and we have some
interesting evidence that
research which is conducted
by people from more than
ONe Country scores more
highly, is more likely to be
cited in academic journals
than research based in one
country. So, research that
has British and Indian
sources will be very valuable,

What's planned for your visit to
India this time?

T amgoing to Bangalore
where [ will be visiting the
Indian Space Research
Organisation. ]t could be
another good example exam-
ple of joint cooperation, India
has Jaunch capacity which we
don't. We don't have a launch
vehicle and you do. Britain is
very strong in satellite tech-
nology. We make the worlds
best small satellites and the
plan s to see if we can get
some an Anglo-Indian satel-
lite launched from Indian
space vehicles.
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HARNESS POTENTIAL Use technology effectively, urge institutions to share
resources, and lure bright Indians back home

ndiacan most eertairly achievethe
twin objectives of ensuring access

to and quality in education, going
ahead. It will be a challenge, but one
that ean be overcome. ,

In the reports of the National
Knowledge Commission we have specif-
ically talked about how India needs to
tackle both increasing access to edu-

cation and improving the quality of edu-*

 cation it provides its students.

To succeed, India needs to use tech-
nology more effectively than it is at
present, The strategy needs to be for

. institutions to share resources — their
infrastructure, teachers and knowl-

[fwe set up new schools or colleges,
but face a shortage of quality teachers,
technology and innovation ean come
to our aid.

We can use video-conferencing facil-
ities to ensure that students in the
schools do not suffer from the absence
of quality teachers,

The best teacher in Chennai can
teach thousands of students using tech-
nology, instead of just the 50 in her
classroom.

What is, however, true is that we In
India have not yet recognised ade-
quately the full potential of technolo-
&y in helping us achieve these twin goals
— of not just providing educational
opportunities to all, but ensuring that
they receive quahty education.

Each university vice chancellor will

have to study his or her university's -

needs and infrastructure, and evolve a
blueprint to best utilise technology to
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Deregulating education key to quali

the best out of the teachers, libraries
and other infrastructure available.

Universitiesthat have infrastructure
that other universities want to share,
or teachers they can learn from, must
not think in narrow parochial terms
about what they will gain in the short
term by sharing
- Viee chaneellors and universities will
have to look not just at their universi-
ty, but think from the perspective of
India and all her students.

India is setting up a number of world-
class institutions, particularly the
Innovation Universities proposed by
the Prime Minister. One of the chal-
lenges inestablishing world-class insti-
tutions will be to attract quality
faculty.

To bring back to Indian institutions
some of the finest minds from our coun-
try who are teaching and pursuing
research abroad, we need to pay them
well. .
Good pay will be the single biggest
factor that will help us attract the best

teachers and researchers to Indian

institutions, .
Top quality facilities and good
research grants are the other areas we

ensure that students get the most and \

need to focus on and offer to the best
brains in the world, if we want them to
teach and pursue research at.our mstl-
tutions.

The Foreign Fducational Institutions
Bilt, 2010, which was introduced in
Parliament earlier this year, will also
play arolein opening up out education
sector to globally renowned institutes.
Foreign universities and research cen-
tres will be able to partner Indian insti-
tutions like never before.

Concerns that foreign universities
coming to India — asa consequence of
this legislation — will take away stu-
dents and, most importantly, good

0 BRING BACK TO INDIAN

INSTITUTIONS SOME OF OUR
FINEST MINDS WHO ARE
TEACHING AND PURSUING
RESEARCH ABROAD WE NEED

;
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teachers from
Indian institutions
are similar to the con-
cerns voiced two decades ago
that foreign companies coming to India
would hurt domestic companies,

If India has to achieve its full poten-
tialin education, it needs to deregulate
the sector. That is a must.

To those who criticise thisapproach
or oppose the Foreign Educational
Institutions Bill, I would say — look at
the change in the Indian economy
because of the reforms introduced over
the past two decades.

Our economy was growing at 3 per
cent before we liberalised, Today, we
are on the cusp of 9 per cent growth,
We need to do to education what we
did to our economy.

As we work towards reforming our

ILLUSTRATION: ABHIMANYU SINHi

education sector, it isnot just advisable
but — T would say — mandatory that
we look at other countries, including
China and in the developed world, and
study their success stories,

We must evaluate what they did to -
achieve the kind of growth they have
witnessed in education — in such a
short time. It would not make sense to
try and reform the education system
without studying successful models
adopted by other countries.

— as told to Charu Sudan Kasturi
(Sum Pitroda is the Prime Minister's
adviser on public information, infra-

structure and innovations)



‘India is most vul
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CLIMATE CHANGE Impact to be
worse than what IPCC projected

HT Correspondent

® [ofters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: As the world gets
. ready for another climate sum-
mit fater this month in Mexico,
a new government report has
categorised India as one of the
most globally vulnerable
nations to climate change.

India’s temperature is pre-
dicted to rise by two degree
Celsius by 2030 unlike
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change report, which
projected similar rise in tem-
perature for south Asia by 2050.

In extreme cases, the report
says temperature will rise by
four degree if global carbon
emissions continue to grow at
the existing rate.

Depicting scenarios for 2030
period as compared with 1970,
country's first indigenous cli-
mate change science assess-
ment report, Climate Change

and India, has predicted :
increase in overall rainfall but *

lesser number of rainy days.
“The incidence of cloud bur-
sts in Himalayan regions and
fiash rainfall in other areas exc-
ept central and northern India
will increase,” the report said.
This variation in rainfall pat-
tern will mean that India's main
agriculture states such as

ncidence of cloud bursts
in Himalayan regions and
flash rainfall in other
areas ... will increase
CLIMATE REPORT

Rajasthan, Punjab, Haryana,
Madhya Pradesh, parts of Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar and Orissa
will face more severe droughts,
the report prepared by Indian
Network for Climate Change
Assessment (INCCA), said.

Its probable impact on agri-
culture could be huge, with the
report, predicting fall in rice
and maize production between
five to 20% and in certain areas
such as coast of Andhra
Pradesh by up to 35%.

India needs an average rise
in agriculture production of
about 4% every year to ensure
food at reasonable price to all
the citizens.

“It (the report) indicates that
we are one of the most vulner-
able nations to global warm-
ing,” environment minister Jair-
am Ramesh said, while relea-
sing the report with science and
technology minister Kapil Sibal.

The INCAA is an attempt of
the Indian government to
thwart international climate
science politics,
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nerable

- Fi'gizre.é debfct scenarios for 2030 as compared
with projections made in 1970, in a government
report titled Climate Change and India

6-8%

5-13% | 0.3-3% |

(increase hy)

Sea level rise: 1.3 mm per year. Cyclones: Number of cyclones
will fall but their Intensity will rise, especlally in Bay of Bengal

~~ Agriculture
Western Ghats: 4% fall in rice, 50% in maize and sorghum and
30% increase in coconut production.

. .. Coastal region: Rice yield to fall by 10 to 20%, maize and
sorghum by 15 to 50% and coconut production to increase by
10 to 30%. .
North Easter region; Rice yield may fa!l by 5 to 10% and
maize to reduce by 40%

Himalayan reglon: Apple production in Himachal will increase
and line of pr_oduction will shift to higher altitudes.

‘ { Western Ghats &

. round the year, up from
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Impact on human

Himalayan region:
Malaria wiil be a

new disease to combat in
the region.
North-Eastern region:
Area to be Maiaria-prone

the present six-month
period.

Coastal reglon: Malaria
window period is
expected to fall by 34%
from the existing 1to 12-
month period.

p-13
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Vedanta varsity project illegal: HC

ANOTHER BLOW Court tells Orissa to return land acquired for the 315,000 cr project to its owners

HT Correspondents
» latters@hindustantimes.com

BHUBANESWAR: The London-
based Vedanta Group got anoth-
er setback in Orissa on Tuesday
when the state High Court
declared that the land acquisi-
tion notification for the ¥5000-
crore Vedanta University proj-
ect in Purj district was illegal.
This is the second sethack for
the group in Orissa after the
Union environment ministry

recently stalled its alumina
refinery expansion project and
refused to allow it to mine baux-
ite in Kalahandi district.

Delivering their order in
response to eight public inter-
est petitions, a division bench
of the high court comprising
chiefjustice V Gopal Gauda and
justice BP Das directed the
Orissa government to return
the acquired lands to the
respective owners,

“Thisis a historic judgment.

Vedanta had acquired fertile
land by violating the land acqui-
sition, environment, wildlife and
Jagannath Temple acts,” said
petitioner and BJP leader Uma
Ballabh Rath.

his is a historic judgment,
Vedanta had acquired
 ferilg fand by violating
the land acquisition...

MA BALLABH RATHORE, BJP

The lawyer for Vedanta Uniy-
ersity was not available for
comment, A Vedanta spokes-
person, not wanting to be nam-
ed, said the group would take
appropriate action after going

When we receive
it (copy of verdict), we will
examing it and decide

what is te be done.
NAVEEN PATNAIK, OrissaCM

through a copy of the order.

Orissa chief minister Naveen
Patnaik said, “We have not
received the copy of the judge-
ment yet. When we receive it,
we will examine it and decide
what is to be done.”

The Anil Agarwal Foundat-
ion, promoted by Vedanta Gro-
up chairman Anil Agarwal,
signed an MoU with Orissa in
2008 toset up a world class uni-
versity near the Konark-Puri
marine drive,

The foundation had earlier
proposed to acquire about
20,000 acres but as this met
with public resistance, the gov-

+ernment allotted Vedanta about
8,000 acres. Of this, 6,500 acres
were acquired for the varsity.

Petitions were filed in the high
court in 2007 challenging the
acquisition process. They also
questioned the government's
granting of land to the univer-
sity near eco-sensitive zones
along the coast.
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‘Govt pushes for
online tracking
of raggmg cases

Charu Sudan Kasturl

& charu kasturi®hindustantimes.com

MNEW DELHE: An anti-ragging web-
site to track action taken on
complaints of ragping may soon
finally be ready for launch as
the government counters scath-
ing attacks from the father of
medical student Aman Kachroo
who died after brutal ragging.

The human resource devel-
opmeént ministry prodded the
University Grants Commission
to expedite the launch of the
website at a meeting called on
Monday to evaluate the gov-
ernment'’s strategy to counter
Raj Kachroo's allegations, gov-
ernment sources said.

The website will for the first
time provide updates on action
taken in cases of ragging com-
plaints registered through
national helpline that was
launched last year.

But Raj Kachroo, who has
accused the HRD ministry and
the UGC of violating norms and
the Supreme Court’s directions,
effectively compromising the
battle against ragging, dubbed
the website plan a “gimmick.”

“It (the website) will only
push the nation’s efforts agai
ragging further into a ditch,”
Kachroo told HT.

The website plan envisages
a facility through which educa-
tional institutions can update
on the portal the action taken
and progress made in each
complaint pertaining to that
institution. But the current
model of the site leaves the

= Raj Kachroo

updating exercise voluntary,
Kachroo argued.

“Just like no one pays their
electricity bill unless they face
the threat of their connection
being cut, colleges are unlikely
to update facts of the case on
their own voluntarily;” he said.

 Instead, technology can be
used to automatically make it
mandatory for every institution
to provide details of each to a
central monitoring agency,
which can transfer details of
non-compliant institutions to
regulatory bodies like the UGC
for action, Kachroo argued.

The Supreme Court in a May
2009 verdict had laid down a
four—pronged plan to counter
ragging. The strategy outlined
by the SC included the hotline,
a monitoring mechanism, main-
taining a database of all stu-
dents and maintaining a data-
base of all institutions.

The HRD ministry argues
that the site will serve as a mon-
itoring mechanism. However,
the government does not have
a database of students or insti-
tutions ready yet, sources said.
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HC: Land acquisition for
Vedanta university illegal

Qur Bureau__v____m
NEW DELHI | BAUBANESHWAR

EDANTA promoter Anil Agarwal's plans toset up a university in

Orissa on the Puri-Konarak marine drive suffered a major set-

back on Tuesday, with the Orissa High Court declaring the state
government’s land acquisition procedures for the project illegal.

A division bench comprising chief justice V Gopalgowda and Jus-
tice BP Das quashed the Orissa government’s land acquisition notifi-
cation on 17 counts. The bench also directed Vedanta to return the
land awarded to the original owners. The Orissa government said it
would “examine” the judgerment. *We have not yet received a copy
of the judgement. We will examine what needs to be
done,” chief minister Naveen Patnaik said.

Atleast two PILs and six individual petitions were filed in
the high court since 2007, challenging the state govern-
ment’s notification on the land acquisition procedures. The
petitions had said Land Acquisition (Company) Rules, 1963

COURT
REMEDY

The division bench

The high court order is in line with the recommendations of Orissa
Lok Pal Justice PK Patra. He had recommended the appointment of a
competent authority to thoroughly probe and inquire into the land
deal for the proposed institution. The Lok Pal has indicted the Naveen
Patnaik government, particularly the chief minister’s office, and ac-
cused four senior governiment officials of acting hastily in handing over
the land to the foundation. According to the Lok Pal report the state
government’s acquisition of the land for the university was illegal as the
foundation was not a public company under the Companies Act.

The environmental and coastal regulatory zone dearances for the
proposed university have been held in abeyance since May. The deci-
sion was taken after the environmemnt ministry received information
alleging irregularities, illegal and unlawful deeds by the
Anil Agarwal Foundation. The project had been given
clearance in April. On April 16, the ministry had granted
conditional environmental and CRZ clearance to the Anil
Agarwal Foundation which is building the university,
while setting about 50 conditions. The April clearance

had notbeen properly followed. The status of the company of the Oﬁssa, High  (3id that the foundation could not draw ground water, re-
was also questioned on the ground that it was not properly  Courtalso directed  strict local fish-ermen from fishing and construct in the
formed according to the Company Act. Severalsectionsun- Vedantatoreturn ~ CRZ area. The ministry had simultaneously invited ob-

der the Land Acquisition Act 1894 along with Land Acqui-
sition (Amendment} Act, 1984 and Land Acquisition
{Company) Rules 1963 and Companies Act 1956 were dis-
cussed during the combined adjudications of the petitions.

The petitioners argued that the proposed multi-disciplinary uni-
versity project would have an extreme debilitating impact on the eco
system, and local bio-diversity. It was argued that the proposed uni-
versity project site, which was to come up near Puri, about 60 km
from state capital Bhubaneswar, was close to Balukhand Konark
Black Buck Sanctuary and a river. There were objections to the inclu-
sion of a large section of land belonging to Lord Jagannath temple in
the proposed site. Congress leader Umaballay Rath, who biled the first
PIL in the high court challenging the varsity project, described the
judgement as the “victory of Lord Jagannath.” The HC judgement
had saved about 500 acres of temple land from being given away for
setting up Vedanta University, Mr Rath said.

the land awarded to jections from the public about the clearance. According to
the original owners

the conditions, the foundation has to get necessary per-
mission and a no-objection certificate from the ministry
as the project is situated less than 200 metres of
Balukhanda reserve forest and wildlife sanctuary.

Sterlite Foundation, a private limited company which later changed
its name to Vedanta Foundation in 2004, entered into an MoU with -
Orissa government on July 19, 2006 to set up a university near Puri.
The company had proposed toset up the university for undergraduate
and post graduate courses in engineering, medicine, management,
general science and humanities, It had asked the government to make
available vast areas of contiguous land around Nuanai along Puri-
Konark Marine Drive. Accordingly the Orissa government confirmed
availability of contiguous land of about 8,000 acres and subsequently
notifications were issued foracquiring 6,500 acres including about 500

_ acres of land belonging to the Lord Jagannath temple.
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Mecca of IIT-JEE
tutorials losing

its winning ways

Rituraj Tiwari

Poor Results, High Cost Of Living Hit Kota

KOTA

hostel for students he runs in Kota,

250 km south of Rajasthan’s capital
Jaipur, Rakesh Jain locked up to the skies
worryingabout the future,

Until a few months ago, all his -
troubles seemed far away, in this hub of
institutes that train students for entrance
exams to-some of the most reputed
academic institutions in the country,
especially IITs, And there was no reason
10 Jose sleep because since the mid-90s,
things only got better for providers of tu-
torial services or related businesses such
as Jain, Till this year, thatis.

Inthe past few years, nearly 30% of

S TANDING outside the three-storey

those selected to ITTs were from Kota insti-

tutes. In 2008, six of the top 10 ranks in
ITT-JEE were from institutes from Kota;
last year the figure fell to three; and this
year, tozilch.

Jainknowsit: he has to batten down
the hatches because there is a massive
slide in students coming to Kota.

WHY? WHAT'S HAPPENING? -

But before that, how did Kota become
home to the country's largest cluster of tu-
torial setvice providers?

The yearwas 1996, and a large chemical
factory of JK Syntheticsin Kota closed
down, Many engineers lost their jobs and
left town. Many of them, however, decded
tostay on.Aand to make both ends meet,
enterprising ones such as Dr VK Bansal be-
gantooffer private tuition to T aspirants
forafee, Very soon, more engineers enter-
ed the fray and the rate of students getting
selected to I1Ts from Kota institutes rose. To
sustain the mementum, they updated their
course material, revised methodology,
roped in expertsand soon, the entrance ex-
ams coaching business in Kota became an
organised industry. According to rough
estimates, this industry, induding related
businesses, generated revenues of 2600
crore last year. The tale of Kota is that of a
boomin less than a decade, attracting even
the attention of private equity funds.

-

Kota tutorials step in to make

P Affordable stay: P 12
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stay affordable for aspirants

P From Page 1

ARLIER this year, Milestone Religare In-

vestment Advisors, a joint venture be-

tween Milestone Capital and Religare
Enterprises, invested €60 crore inResonance, a
Kota-based tutorial institute. Its competitor Ca-
reer Point went astep ahead. After raising €50
crore through a private equity investment by
Franklin Templeton Mutuat Fundin July 2009,
itwentpublic, raising¥115 crore.

Butthe overwhelming investor response
to Career Point's IPO doesn’t mirror, in any
way, thernoodon the ground in Kota, head-
quarters of the institute and home to as
many as 25 other major tutorial services
centres.

DREAM RUN NO MORE

Last year, there were 1.25 lakh “out-station”
students in Kota —that is the total nurmber of
students who came from elsewhere and
joinedcoaching dasses and schools here.
This year, there was a dip. Untl this year, for
a few years now, on an average, as high as
30,000 new students landed yearly in Kota,
say industry insiders. This year, only around
8,000 new studenits arrived, resulting ina

huge decline in the total number of students,

which has, In the ptocess, also hurt allied
services such as boarding and catering,

It is not just the recent decline in number
ofstudents who cracked the entrance exams
1o IITs or medical colleges that is to blame for
Kota's fall from grace, say tutorial service
providers. Most of them also attribute the
phenomencn to the steep rise in the cost of
living here. -

Astudent now has to pay 3,000 amonth
foranon-air-cooledsingle-roomin areasclose
to tutorial institures. The rates have doubled
from a few years ago, say people dose to the
matter. For air-cooled rooms, they pay ¥7,000
now, compared with 3,000 few years eatli-
er, “The cost index has gone beyond the af-
fordability limits of most parents. On an aver-
age, the living cost of a student in Kota comes
out to be ¥2.5-3 lakh per annum which in-
cludes ¥70,000 for IIT coaching, ¥35,000 for
school tuition fees, 1.2 lakh forboarding and
lodging and 250,000 on miscellaneous ex-

penses,” says Pramod Bansal, chief executive
of Bansal Classes,

Students typically join these training in-
stitutes in May for a two-year schooling and
entrance exams training course, Such cen-
tres also offer crash courses in the nim-up to
entrance exams held in May-June.

COUNTING THE GOST

Kishore Khandelwal, whorents outone of his
housesta students, says costs have risendue to
the entry of ‘big’ players — the builders —ini
the hostel business. “They bought land at ex-
orbitant pricesnear these institutes, construct-
ed hostels with modemn facllities. Now they
are leftwithno otheroption but toask for high
rentalsso that theyreach the break-even point
quickly. This probably has turned off aspirants
who can't afford to stayin the vidnity of insti
tutes,”says he.

Surendra Soni, whoruns a hostelin Kota,
says the mad rush for the big buck started
only in 2007, following the Centre imple-
menting the Sixth Pay Commission’s rec-
ommendations, “Thave been i thisbusiness
for seven years. The room rent had been
consistent at ¥800-1500-a month per head.
But with the Sixth Pay Commission’s rec-
ommendations coming into force and
salaries jacking up in the private sector, par-
ents started demanding air-conditioned
comfort for their wards,” he notes.

Now, stung by this cost-bug, instirutes are
chasing budget locations for their stadents.
“Weare trying toforge tie-ups with hostels for
providing boarding fadlities for our students
at reasonable rates. f we succeed in bringing
down the cost, they will all be back,” says
Manoj Sharma, vice-president (operations
and business) at Resonance, adding that the
tutorial services business in Kota has takena
hitalsobecauseteachers trained here have set
upcoaching centres elsewhere.

STUDY LOCALLY, CUT EXPENSES
Allthismeans parents are increasingly lock-
ing at ways to stay closer home, away from
Kota, and still avail of study material fromits
institutes to cut costs.

“Parents are forced to get their children
admitted to coaching institutes in their re-

spective dities and subscribe to test papers of
any Kota-based institute for practice,” says
Mr Bansal. Students can place orders for
study material online from any of the major
instirutes in Kota.

On their part, people in Kota's catering
business complain of “stunted business” in
recent months. Says Ankit Mathur, a cater-
ing centre owner at Dadabari, Kota: “The
entire economy is based on the coaching in-
dustry here, Almost every house has be-
come a hostel and every kitchen a tiffin cen-
tre to service out-station students. This year
isbadforus, asthereis adrastic fallin outsta-
tion students. If this becomes a trend, it is
verybadforus.”

MAGIC ON THE WANE?

Pramod Maheshwari, director of Career
Point, argues that “one year alone can't de-
cide the fate of Kota”, This year, unlike pre-
vious ones, the best Kota-trained IIT aspirant
could secure only the 13th rank in the Joint
Entrance Exam.

“The magic will vanish only if we continue
to have sinilar results year after year. Afterall,
ittook more than adecade toestablish Kota as
the Mecca of IT-JEE coaching,” he contends.
The ¥600-crore industry in Kota has, in the
past few years, seen 20-25% year-on-year
growthuntlit stowed to 5% this year.

Another issue that plagues the tutorial
services industry in Kota — the district that
has in a brief period become synonymous
with the national tutorial services industry it-
self —is peer pressure, leading torise in sui-
dde ratesamong students. This is one reason
why many parents refuse to send their chil-
dren 1o this highly intense battleground of
the T-Joint Entrance Examination, “We
can't take a chance with our son,” says
Suresh Siddha, a parent in Jaipur.

Career Point’s Mr Maheshwari, however,
blames the parents. “They are well aware of
the potential of their wards. Even then, un-
derthe influence of their neighbours and rel-
atives, they force their children for IT and -
medical preparation,” says he.

Maybe he is right. But you could see on
Mr Maheswarl's face what you saw on
Rakesh Jain's: worry.
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[IMs see buoyant summer placements

BS REPORTER |
Ahmedabad, 16 November

he summer placement
season has been buoyant
at the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs). There
were 100 offers even before the
formal process for IIM Calcut-
ta (IIM-C) students. Those at
IIM Kozhikode saw an 80 per

cent rise in stipends. All 414

students at TM Lucknow (IIM-
L) have got internships.

At IM Ahmedabad, two clus-
ters have successfully conclud-

ed the placement process. Quite
a few had opted for non-profit
organisations even before the
start of the process, “A few stu-
dents had chosen to work with
political parties in 2008-09, lead-
ing to speculation that this move
had more to do with the eco-
nomic recession, rather than
with individual passion. With
four students having already
opted out of placements to join
non-profits before the start of
the placement process, even
though the job market is sig-

nificantly buoyant, we are hap-

py to have put such speculation
to rest. IIM-A students are in-
creasingly valuing placement
services as a means of pursuing
their dreams, rather than mere-
ly chasing monetary benefits,”
said Saral Mukherjee, place-
ment chairperson at IIM-A.
ITM-A began its cohort-based
placement process last Friday,

‘which comprised three cohorts

including international invest-
ment banks, global strategy con-
sulting and private equity, ven-
ture capital and investment man-
agement firms. Around 25 re-

cruiters visited the campus in
Cluster 1, while 30 offered roles
during the second cluster.
Regulars included McKin-
sey & Co, BCG, Bain & Com-
pany, Goldman Sachs, JP
Morgan, Morgan Stanley, No-
mura, Unilever, Procter &
Gamble, and Microsoft, apart
from first-timers like T Rowe
Price and UAE Exchange. The
second cluster saw cohorts
such as Indian investment
banking, global banking and
financial services, general
management etc,



IIMs call for diversity,
change in CAT format

Directors concerned over bias towards quantitative aptitude

PresS TRUST OF INDIA
Kolkata

THE Indian Institutes of

Management (IIMs) need’

to have a more diverse stu-
dent profile in terms of aca-
demic background and gen-
ders, directors of several
IIMs have said, calling for a
change in the Common Ad-
mission Test (CAT) format.
The directors of IIM, Cal-
cutta, Bangalore, Indore and
Ranchi noted that there had
been a greater presence of
engineering students in the
institutions, while girls ac-
counted for only 10 per cent
of the students. '
“We feel we need to

change the way CAT is ¢on-..

ducted. Despite efforts to
get students from other
backgrounds, the number
of engineering students has
actually increased. The
blame is on our admission
process,” IIM-Lucknow di-
rector Devi Singh observed.

Singh and directors of
other [IMs were speaking
at a discussion pro-
gramme on the occasion
of the golden jubilee cele-
bration of IIM-Calcutta

i

(IIM-C) on Monday.

They all expressed con-
cern over the quantitative
bias in the CAT.

“We are now going to take
the issue seriously but can-
not assure whether this
could happen from next aca-
demic year,” IIM-C director
Shekhar Chaudhuri said.

It has been found, he
said, that on an average girls
account for only 10 per cent

[IMs, while in other B-
schools, the average number
is as high as 40 per cent.

The reason for high en-
try of engineering students
into the IIMs is because the
CAT gives emphasis on
quantitative aptitude, 1IM-
Indore director N
Ravichandran said.

The minister of state for
human resource develop-

sewny yules
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“DESPITE
efforts to get
students from
other. back-
grounds, the
number of
engineering
students has
increased ”

Devi Singh
Director, HM-Lucknow

of the students studjzing in ment D Purandeswari

had earlier stressed on
inclusiveness of manage-
ment education.

“Though, the demand
for management education
has increased by leaps and
bounds, the [IMs have not
been able to respond ade-
quately,” she had said while
addressing the inaugural
session of the [IM-C golden
jubilee celebration.
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Asian giants upstage West
in the talent pool of science

mg knowledge-intensive growth is no
longer the sole prerogative of the highly

By Dinesh C. Sharma in New Delhi

THE POWER equations in the arena of
science and knowledge creation are

changing rapidly. The dominance of the

US, Europe and Japan is eroding with the
-emergence of China, India and South

Korea as formidable players in the global -
research and development (R&D) peck- -
. Besides R&D investments, the report also

ing order, the Unesco Science Report
2010 has revealed.

In 1990, over 95 per cent of R&D was
carried out in the developed world and
just seven members of the Organisation
for Economic Co-operation and Develop-
ment {OECD) accounted for more than

92 per cent of world R&D. The share of

the US, Japan and European Union in
global research and develocpment has
dropped to 76 per cent in 2007. In con-
trast, Asia, led by China, India and South
Korea, has increased its share from 27 to
32 per cent between 2002 and 2007.

“We seem to be on the verge of a struce-
tural break in the pattern of knowledge
contribution to growth at the level of the
global economy,” the report says. “Achiev-

developed nations of the OECD.”

While investment in R&D is growing glob-

ally in volume, emerging countries are
clearly gaining strength in science and tech-

. nology.. This i8 reflected in the rising gross ..
-domestic expenditure on research and

development of countries" ke CHing:*-

measures other indicators like number of
research papers published and patents filed.

India’s share of research papers has gone
up from 2.6 to 3.7 between 2002 and 2007.
China has increased its share of US patents

from 3.5 to 4.7 per cent of all patents filed,

but India still lags behind with just ¢.5 per
cent of all US patents,
“The hipolar world in which science and

technology were dominated by the triad
made up of the European Union, Japanand

USA is gradually giving way to a multl -polar
world, with an increasing number of public
and pnvate research hubs spreading across
North and South,” points out Unesco direc-
tor general Irina Bokova in her foreword to
the report.
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